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be sent to the judgement of his own bishop, where
his oath was taken.

"We pray your providence to order that he
transfer himself as soon as conveniently may be
to his own land, that he may be judged in the
place from which he came forth. For there also
it must be that the purity in manners and firmness
in faith and honesty of conversation of the Holy
Church of God are diligently kept according to
canonical sanction, like a dove perfect and un-
spotted, whose wings are as of silver and the
hinder parts should shine as gold.

"Life, health, and prosperity be given to thee
and thy faithful ones by the God Christ for ever/"7

A letter which Karl wrote to Athelhard of Can-
terbury begging him to intercede for some exiles,
sets forth his style and title very differently1,
evidently at a later date.

It bears very directly upon one of the complaints
which, as we have seen, Offa had made in letters
to Karl; namely, the shelter afforded at Karl's
court to fugitives from Mercia.

" Karl, by the grace of God king of the Franks
and Lombards and Patrician of the Romans, to
Athilhard the archbishop and Ceolwulf his brother
bishop, eternal beatitude.

" In reliance on that friendship which we formed
in speech when we met, we have sent to your piety
these unhappy exiles from their fatherland; pray-
ing that you would deign to intercede for them
with my dearest brother king Offa, that they may
be allowed to live in their own land in peace,

1 Haddan and Stulbbs, iii. 487.